
Building a Second Life on a Shoestring 

Determine Needs 

• Presentation 
Space 

• Art Space 

• Library Space 

• Meeting Space 

• Learning Space 

• Public Building 
Space 

• Socialization and 
Performance 
Space 

Island #4: coast variations and 
mountain range 

Let nature take a role in 
the organization of space 
and landscape interest. 
Use mountain range to 
divide space and provide 
levels of building. Let 
“natural” landscape of 
mountains, coast, and 
water dominate and create 
less need for purchased 
landscape items.  

Visit SL educational 
campuses to see typical 
island elements. 

Finished campus divides 
formal and informal 
spaces with the mountain 
range. Coffeehouse, 
public sandbox, and 
building boardwalk create 
informal southeast sector. 

The library, outdoor 
theatre, art space, office 
pier, and science center 
dominate the formal west/
northwest side of the 
island, with the 5000 sq. 
meter learning lab 100 
meters above the island.  

BASIC COSTS TO ANTICIPATE 

Uploading textures/images for signs and photo-
realistic structures.                                  L$10 ea 

Showing your campus in SL Search.       L$30/wk 

Paid accounts for manager avatars with L$300 
stipend/week.                                           US$72/yr 

Linden rate of exchange on 3/20/08 

L$250 = US$1.25 

Dr. Barbara L. Pittman 
Mercyhurst College 



The author’s avatar, Grinn Pidgeon 

Don’t ask how much I’ve spent on 
hair and clothes ;-/ 

Purchased Items (copyable where noted) 
Trees (copyable) _______________________________________ L$650 
Shrubs (copyable) ______________________________________ L$350 
Furniture _____________________________________________  L$8016 

• Sofas 
• Chairs 
• Desks 
• Fountains 
• Fencing (copyable) 
• Dance Floor 
• Lighting 
• Art 
• Rugs 
• Display Rack, billboard 
• 2 Docks, 1 park bench, 1 bridge 

Tools ________________________________________________ L$8869 
• Shapegen     •VidMon video screen 
• Teleporter (copyable)     •WebMon URL menu 
• THiNC Book Press and THiNC Book •Slider texture/notecard giver 
• Comment boxes 
• Hyperstring Holo Emitter (contains reusable furniture, buildings, grounds) 
• In-Game Widget Server (sends SL stats) 
• SuperGreeters (sends SL stats) 

Uploaded Images _______________________________________ L$1030 
• Signs 
• Photos 
• Textures 

EVERYTHING ELSE WAS BUILT-IN AND/OR FREE! 

Second Life building tools are based on 
prims--primitive objects--that can be 
resized, textured, and reshaped. Islands 
have prim limits of 15,000. Each prim has a 
maximum size limit of 10 meters. 

Tools like this Shapegen allow the 
creation of large round objects by 
creatively linking prims. Currently 
sells for L100. 

US$72/year membership carries  

L$300/wk stipend 

= L$15,600 

Educational Island 
basic 1 yr. cost is US

$2607.50 

$837.50 + $1770 
maintenance 


